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Big Idea: It doesn't all belong to us. It all belongs to Him. When we honor Him He is 
faithful to make full provision for us. The Year of Jubilee is a foreshadowing of our total 
redemption in Christ. In Him we are set free, restored, redeemed, and made new. When 
we accept Him as Lord and Savior we are "reset" in every way. We are born again. 


Behar means "on the mountain" and Bechukotai means "in my statutes". These are our 
two Torah portions that this week. Jesus would have heard these on this same weekend 


of the Jewish year. 


Behar starts off with these words: "Vaydaber Adonai el-Moshe be‘har Sinai lemor..." 
"The Lord Spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying...." (Levitcus 25:1) 


=> > Stand with me as we read from the Torah portion for today. 


"And the LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, ? “Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give you, then the land shall keep 
a Sabbath to the LORD. ° Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune 
your vineyard, and gather its fruit; *but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of 
solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. °‘And you shall count seven Sabbaths 
of years for yourself, seven times seven years; and the time of the seven Sabbaths of 
years shall be to you forty-nine years. ? Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to 
sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make 
the trumpet to sound throughout all your land." Leviticus 25 


PLEASE BE SEATED 


>In addition to a weekly Sabbath (a seventh day of rest called Shabbat) and a seventh 
month (the Days of Awe), these two portions begin with God commanding Israel to set 
aside the land to rest every seventh year as a Shemittah (anaw) . Principle 1: Shemittah is 
a word that literally means "to let go" or "to withdraw". The Shimittah was a full year in 
which Jewish farmers were commanded to let the land lie fallow. It was to occur every 


7th year. These passages have huge relevance to us as believers. Let's go back to our 
Torah portion and continue in verse 10. Listen while I read, 


10 And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land 
to all its inhabitants. It shall be a ''Yovel'’ Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to 
his possession, and each of you shall return to his family. !! That fiftieth year shall be a 
Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor 
gather the grapes of your untended vine. !? For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; 
you shall eat its produce from the field. 


You might be wondering, "Lord, what in the world am I supposed to learn from this 
passage and all this business about 7th weeks, years, etc.?" God is saying, "during this 
Shemittah any naturally occurring produce became free for the taking for both man and 
animal. He is saying, "The produce doesn't belong to the landowner, rather it belongs to 
the Lord." 


=> Principle 2: we as believers need to be reminded that all of our time, talents, and 
treasures belong to Him. We like to think that they are ours, but God is telling us to 


remember that all that we have and all that we are is only ours for a season. God is 
telling us that He will make provision for His faithful children. Listen as I read further in 
verse 18. 


'8 ‘So you shall observe My statutes and keep My judgments, and perform them; and 
you will dwell in the land in safety. '!? Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat 
your fill, and dwell there in safety. 

20 < And if you say, “What shall we eat in the seventh year, since we shall not sow nor 
gather in our produce?” 7! Then I will command My blessing on you in the sixth year, and 
it will bring forth produce enough for three years. ? And you shall sow in the eighth year, 
and eat old produce until the ninth year; until its produce comes in, you shall eat of the 
old harvest. 


My grandparents used to say, "You just can't out give God". This passage 
confirms that. He is saying to the Israelites, "Don't worry about that 7th year that is mine. 
If you honor me and lean on me, I will give you not only enough for one year; but, I will 
give you enough for three years. 

> Principles:3,4,5 
Principle 3: The faithful observance of Shemittah was a test of faith in God. Were they 
able to completely trust that He would provide for them? They were commanded to 
cease farming the land and to cease from their money-making activities and to wait on 
the Lord. 


You know what's interesting. Over time the people began to cheat on the 
Shemittah. I am sure that they justified it by saying such things as "God helps those who 
help themselves." The bottom line is that they didn't give God what He required of them. 
And you know what? He took it anyway. Listen as I read 2 Chronicles 36:20-21 "2° And 
those who escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon, where they became 
servants to him and his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 7! to fulfill the word 


of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as 
she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years." 


Israel went 490 years without observing a Shemittah. That means 70 years of rest 
were ignored. Does anyone remember how many years the Jews were in captivity in 
Babylon? That's right, they were stuck there for 70 years. Principle 4: I firmly believe 
that if you don't give the Lord what He requires and asks of us, He'll take it anyway! Are 
you giving God the things that He whispers in your heart are His? It's something to think 
about. The Jews failed to keep the Shemittah and the Lord required middah keneged 
middah ("like for like") from them. 


Let's read on in verse 23. 


Redemption of Property 


23 ‘The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers 
and sojourners with Me. +And in all the land of your possession you shall grant 
redemption of the land. 


God demanded a system that in that 50th year there was a means to return land back 
to those who had mortgaged it and been unable to keep it. So we see that the land not 
only rested, but it was redeemed. We see that the land really never belonged to them in 
the first place. Guess what? Principle 5: Our land and our possessions don't really 
belong to us either. We are stewards of them for only a season. 


Principles: 6,7,8, Lending to the Poor 


35 ‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you 
shall help him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. *° Take no usury 
or interest from him; but fear your God, that your brother may live with you. *” You shall 
not lend him your money for usury, nor lend him your food at a profit. 381 am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan and 
to be your God. 


God demanded that the poor among them be helped. Many times people end up 
in poverty at no fault of their own. A sickness may just come upon them or an accident 
can take away their livelihood. I have watched in wonder as this little church fellowship 
has given sacrificially to try to help one of our families through the crisis of an accident. 
Principle 6: Selfless conduct, compassionate conduct, is near to the heart of God. 


The Law Concerning Slavery 


39° And if one of your brethren who dwells by you becomes poor, and sells himself to 
you, you shall not compel him to serve as a slave. *° As a hired servant and a sojourner he 
shall be with you, and shall serve you until the Year of Jubilee. 


Then in verses 41-53 the Lord gives instructions on those of his people who have 
ended up as slaves. This shouldn't be seen as God condoning slavery, rather it should be 


seen more as a system of employment in its day. Principle 7: In the year of Jubilee God 
demanded a "fresh start" that would set a person free. His desire is to free the captive and 
to set Him free. 


54 And if he (the slave) is not redeemed in these years, then he shall be released in the 
Year of Jubilee—he and his children with him. >° For the children of Israel are servants to 
Me; they are My servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your 
God. 


The Year of Jubilee: Yovel! 


After seven of these seven-year sabbatical cycles (shemittot) elapsed, Principle 8: In 
that fiftieth year - Yovel ( 727 ) or "Jubilee" year would occur. The land would cease to 
work, servants would be set free, and original tribal inheritances in the land would be 
restored to their original owners. On Yom Kippur of the Yovel, a shofar  »5w blast 
would be sounded throughout the land to proclaim LIBERTY. 


> Principle 9 


Where does the Yovel year get its name? According to Jewish sage Rashi, from the 
sounding of the shofar. A ram's horn is called a yovel in Hebrew (Joshua 6:4-14) 
According to Jewish sages, there will one day be a tremendous shofar blast that will 
announce the Mashicah to Israel, the true Liberator of the Jewish people. As believers in 
Yeshua-Jesus, we understand that the great shofar blast will herald the return of the Lord 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). Church, Principle 9 is that we will be taken up to be with 
Him. 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet (Yovel - Shofar) of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 


Principle 10: The Jubilee Year was a foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus; the 
"Favorable Year of the Lord". The Jubilee Year signified a year when all the 
commandments of the Lord came together into a wonderful celebration of life, liberty, 
restoraton and a pursuit of holiness. This was a concept of holiness being stacked upon 
holiness resulting in a "favorable year of the Lord." Think about it for a minute: Every 
week ended in its Shabbat. Every sixth year ended in its Shimittah. Every seventh 
Shemittah ended in its ultimate year of freedom and deliverance. God gave His people 
the ultimate "reset" of restoration in the year of Jubilee. What a perfect picture of Jesus. 


You see, as we progress through our spiritual journey, we each wander from our 
Master to do things on our own. In time we find ourselves morally bankrupt. We find 
ourselves mortgaged to lostness and to sin. One time each of us in this room was in the 
slave-market of sin, owned by Satan, being pursued by the world. We had lost 
everything. We had lost our titles. We had lost our real possessions. We had lost our 


1 A Year Through the Torah; John Parsons, 2008; Hebrew Heart Publications 


freedom. We had lost ourselves. The only way out of the slave market of sin was to be 
repurchased by our real master from whom we had run. And then, He was born in 
Bethlehem. 


Please stand while I read from the Brit Chadashah (The New Testament) 


16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He 
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 1 And He was handed 
the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place 
where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are 
oppressed; !? To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 
of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 7! And He began to say to 

them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” ? So all bore witness to Him, 
and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, 
“Ts this not Joseph’s son?” Luke Chapter 4 


This was the ultimate "mic drop" as kid call it today. It was the total reality that 
Jesus fulfilled every word of the prophet Isaiah. He was the Jubilee Year incarnate in all 
all the depths of its meaning. 


Jesus is telling us that we were mortgaged. We were bankrupt. We were lost. We were 
poor. We had become blind. We each had become enslaved to the slave market of sin. 
But then a little baby was born in Bethlehem. A trumpet sounded in the heavens. We 
were given redemption. We were given salvation. Our debts were paid. Our sins were 
cleansed. And we as captives were set free. 


Do you know Him? Have you received Him? He is waiting. Come forward and make 
your peace with Him today; for THIS is the acceptable year of the Lord. 


Let us pray 
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